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All through the winter the Prince was engaged in
organising fresh levies in his own fiefs. In May 1554
he was appointed first Commissioner at Antwerp, and
was summoned to Brussels to consult with the Eegent;
and in June he received a commission as commander of
four squadrons of cavalry beside his own troop. The
campaign of 1554 was short, sharp, and somewhat
indecisive. The Prince took part in the campaign of
Eenti and Bethune, which resulted in some successes to
the Emperor, under the command of Emmanuel Phili-
bert, now Duke of Savoy.

The winter and spring of 1555 were, as usual, spent in
organising fresh levies, and in July of that year the
Prince received the signal honour of being named by
the Emperor Commander-in-Chief of the army round
G-ivet, numbering 20,000 men. If we can trust the
rhetorical and somewhat eulogistic Apology, the Prince
had held such command more than a year before, in the
temporary absence of the Duke of Savoy. In 1555 he
was but little over twenty-two years of age, and he was
preferred to the command at a critical moment of the
Emperor's career, over the heads of veteran soldiers
much senior to himself.

The French had captured Mariemburg on the border
of Namur, and were threatening Namur and Brussels.
The task of the Prince was to protect Brabant, and to
recover Mariemburg. He did not succeed in the latter,
but he effected the former object by founding the new
fort of PMlippeville, on a site selected by him and named
after the Emperor's son. In the Apology we are told
how the youthful captain was pitted against such veterans
as Nevers and Coligny, yet he succeeded in building